CHAPTER IX
STRUCTURE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Authorities and areas.
VVT/ITHIN the area of the Survey all the main types of local
W authority found in England are exemplified, with the excep-
tion of the urban district.1 The most striking feature about the
government and the district is the very sharp distinction between the
Oxford County Borough area and the remainder. Within the county
borough, practically all local government powers are wielded in the
name of the mayor and corporation of Oxford.2 The germ of this
independence goes back to very early times; Oxford is mentioned
as a privileged town in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. Indepen-
dence was fully achieved by the Order of 1889 which made it a
county borough, completely independent of the county, and by the
Oxford Corporation Act of 1933, which abolished the last shadowy
remnants of the old powers of the civil parishes, amalgamating them
intoasingle parish of Oxford, conterminous with the county borough.
All co-operation between the county borough and the other local
authorities in the Survey Area is purely optional and permissive, with
the exception of action taken under the Town Planning Acts, a new
departure in local government.3 Such optional co-operation for
certain purposes, e.g. control of vagrancy, is a great convenience
for the different authorities concerned and can be effected through
a joint board. Failing such machinery for joint discussion and
action, co-ordination of policy can only be obtained through the
influence of Whitehall, which as a large contributor to the income
of local authorities can bring pressure to bear on them. The same
sanction, used as a bribe, enables government departments to
stimulate the provision of similar services by different local
authorities.
The area of the county borough has been extended several times
since its creation, the last extension being effected by the Oxford
1  The parish of Wheatley was an urban district until the reorganization of the county
area in 1932, the parish of Headington for a short while just before the Oxford Exten-
sion Act came into operation in 1929. (See Appendix HI.)
2  Though even here we find, for example, the Thames Conservancy Board, a com-
pletely independent body, exercising certain powers which are in the fullest sense
'governmental* and *locaT.
3  Under Section 4 of the Town and Country Planning Act (1932), the Minister
may, at the request of one of the authorities concerned, order the preparation of a
regional scheme by establishing a joint committee.  See also p. 170 below, note i.